Faculty of Arts Digital Research Seed Fund 2026

Introduction
The Arts Digital Lab is pleased to invite applications for the Faculty of Arts Digital Research Seed Fund. In 2026 the Faculty will provide funding to support up to five research projects, and a sixth project will be supported by QuakeCoRE CEISMIC. All successful projects will receive the following support:
· Funding for up to 200 hours of research assistant time (made up of 10 hours of project scoping, 180 hours of work directed by the project leader, and 10 hours of project reporting), which may be split between two or more students;
· Support to recruit research assistant(s) with relevant skills for the project;
· Training and mentoring of the research assistant(s); and
· Advice and opportunities to present or workshop ideas at Digital Seed Fund workshops and Digital Humanities Research Network sessions.
[bookmark: _Int_ORjLd3Eh]The Faculty of Arts is providing this funding to support research and build capacity in digital research topics and methods. Project leaders of funded projects will present on the outcomes of their research at a Faculty research symposium in early 2027.
Applications are welcome from researchers across the Faculty of Arts, including postdoctoral fellows and staff in non-continuing roles. Researchers from outside the Faculty may be co-investigators, but the project leader must be from within the Faculty of Arts. Current ADL committee members may apply, but must recuse themselves from the selection process.
QuakeCoRE CEISMIC Seed Fund
Applications for the QuakeCoRE CEISMIC Seed Fund project should align with QuakeCoRE’s Disciplinary Theme 4: Cultural and Social Factors Shaping Resilience (see https://quakecore.nz/research-qc2/dt4/) and make use of QuakeStudies data (https://quakestudies.canterbury.ac.nz/). 
If you would like to discuss the range of data available in the QuakeStudies archive, please contact Kaspar Middendorf: kaspar.middendorf@canterbury.ac.nz
How to apply
[bookmark: _Int_9Z1wWcxD][bookmark: _Int_HOeRdING]Complete the attached application form to outline the aim of the research, the digital research component, timeline and likely outcomes (e.g. publication, digital output). 
Applicants are strongly encouraged to attend the research symposium on 9 February 2026 to hear from the projects that were successful in the 2025 round, and also to attend the proposals workshop on 10 February for an opportunity to discuss and develop proposals. 
[bookmark: _How_projects_will]How projects will be assessed
Projects will be assessed by the ADL committee and the Executive Dean, who will choose the three projects to be funded according to the following criteria:
1. [bookmark: _Int_wbHmUEAS]Relevance and Innovation: Aligns with ADL and Faculty of Arts research strategies and Te Rautaki Māori Strategy for Māori Development, and demonstrates innovative aspects of the project (e.g. novel research questions, methodologies, or technologies).
2. [bookmark: _Int_HVf6W2W0]Research Base: Demonstrates a strong foundation in existing research and literature, and recognises and incorporates Vision Mātauranga
3. Feasibility and Impact: Clearly outlines how the project will be carried out within allocated resources, including how the RA hours will be used within the timeframe, and demonstrates the potential for scholarly or public impact and future funding bids.
4. Alignment with ADL Support: Clearly indicates how the project will benefit from the 200 hours of RA support.
5. [bookmark: _Int_DHLI2my9]Future Research Capacity Building: Highlights how the research project will contribute to building future digital research capacity within the Faculty of Arts (e.g. opportunities for further research and collaborations, building the skill base of Arts staff and students, and the capacity and visibility of researchers currently under-represented in digital research in Aotearoa).  
6. Develops Research Alongsiders: Offers opportunities for upskilling postgraduate students in line with the ADL’s ‘research alongsider’ approach (e.g. opportunities for RAs to acquire digital skills, co-author research outputs, and develop as researchers).
7. Potential to lead to other funding: Exploratory research that is likely to lead to a significant funding proposal in 2025/2026.
8. (QuakeCoRE CEISMIC applications only) Makes use of QuakeStudies data and aligns with QuakeCoRE's Disciplinary Theme 4: Cultural and Social Factors Shaping Resilience.
Key Dates
	Early 2026
	Announcement of fund and call for proposals 

	Monday 9 February
	Digital Research Symposium – work-in-progress presentations from 2025 projects. Attendance strongly recommended for anyone considering submitting an application.

	Tuesday 10 February 
	Proposals workshop – draft proposals workshopped, and questions answered.  Attendance strongly recommended for anyone considering submitting an application. 

	Monday 2 March 
	Proposals due 

	Monday 23 March 
	Announcement of successful proposals 

	23 March – 10 April 
	Project scoping – RA employed to meet with PIs to scope projects, assess availability of data, and identify areas of overlap/potential collaboration between projects.  

	Monday 13 April 
	Scoping workshop – attendance required for all PIs 
Report-back from scoping. Finalise project timelines, RA requirements, collaborations. 

	13 – 20 April 
	Begin RA recruitment 

	20 April 
	First group of RAs start work (e.g. doing data collection) – other RAs might start at times later in the year according to the project timelines. 

	Tuesday 30 June
	Workshop – attendance required for all PIs and RAs
Report on progress and discuss any problems arising. 

	Tuesday 1 September
	Workshop – attendance required for all PIs and RAs
Report on progress and discuss any problems arising. 
Finalise any additional RA requirements for the remainder of the year (e.g. to fill skills gaps) 

	1 - 4 September 
	Final round of RA recruitment 

	Friday 27 November 
	Student Reflections Seminar – attendance required for all PIs 
Presentations by RAs, reflecting on their work for the project, followed by round-table discussion on digital research in the Arts

	Friday 11 December
	Final date for all RA contracts. 

	Monday 1 February 2027
	Writing workshop (optional) - an opportunity to spend a day concentrating on project outputs.

	Monday 8 February
	Digital Research Symposium – work-in-progress presentations required from all PIs. RAs should be invited to jointly present with PIs if they are available.

	Tuesday 9 February 
	Proposals workshop for 2027 round – attendance requested from all 2026 PIs, to give advice to 2027 applicants. 

	Monday 1 March 
	Project reports due 



Project requirements
Funded project leaders will:
· Communicate regularly with ADL staff and the research assistant(s) throughout the project, and take responsibility for academic supervision of your RA(s);
· Attend April, June and September workshops to report on progress and share knowledge between projects;
· Attend the Student Reflections Seminar to support the learning and insights of our research assistants as ‘research alongsiders’. 
· Present a paper on the project in the Digital Research Symposium, and encourage and support your RA(s) to co-present with you; 
· Support the RA(s) to write blog posts and/or other communications about the project to increase the visibility of Arts research;
· Report on the project and outcomes, and acknowledge the support of the Fund in any outputs arising from the project, using your assigned grant number; and
· Attend the proposals workshop for the following year to share your experience with potential applicants.
What types of research do we typically fund?
· Identify, collect, process and analyse data. For example, collecting a corpus of web texts and analysing the corpus to identify change in discourse over time.
· Study interfaces, platforms, technologies or communities using approaches specific to digital media.
· [bookmark: _Int_KyAIZEQs]Evaluation of the impact or application of digital research approaches in a given domain.
What is out of scope for this fund?
· Proposals without a research dimension (e.g. a website to disseminate or promote research only).
· Proposals where the PI already has funding to do digital research.
Questions?
 If you have questions, please contact Kaspar Middendorf: kaspar.middendorf@canterbury.ac.nz


Application Form
Note: The application should be one to three pages. Expand fields and remove notes as needed. The application should address the criteria in the ‘How projects will be assessed’ section.
Project Title: 

Project Team Members: 
Note: List the project team members with the first name as project lead. Identify Faculty of Arts staff.
Optional: If you have particular students in mind as the RAs, note them here.

Funding applied for:
o Faculty of Arts funding	o QuakeCoRE CEISMIC funding
Project Summary: 
Note: Provide a brief overview of the research project, including the research aims and refer to relevant scholarly literature.

Digital research component: 
Note: Describe the digital research component, its feasibility and how the ADL resource will be used. Please highlight any ethical issues connected with the research, e.g. data privacy.

QuakeCoRE CEISMIC applications only:
Note: Describe briefly how your research aligns with QuakeCoRE Disciplinary Theme 4: Cultural and Social Factors Shaping Resilience, and how you will make use of QuakeStudies data.

Expected outcomes: 
Note: Indicate likely outputs and outcomes of the project and the scholarly or public impact. 

Timeline:
Note: Indicate during which months you are likely to need the RA time, and what work you expect they will carry out during those times.

Additional Information: 
Note: Provide any additional information or comments relevant to your application.

Please type your name below to indicate you understand and agree to the project requirements,  criteria and required attendance at events listed above:
<PROJECT LEAD NAME HERE>
Submission
Please submit your application form to Kaspar Middendorf, kaspar.middendorf@canterbury.ac.nz,  with the subject line ‘Digital Research Seed Fund Application’, by 5 pm on Monday 2 March 2026.

Thank you for your application!
Classification: In-Confidence

Classification: In-Confidence

Classification: In-Confidence

